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PREFACE. 


moft beautifully adapted to engage the' 
attention, and enrich the minds of 
youth. Of the lalt mentioned treatife 
the Doftor writes as follows: — 

cc The little verfes now before the 
reader, were written at the defire of my 
mofl worthy and honor’d friend the Rev. 
Mr. Clark o f St. Albans , and are pub- 
lifhed at his requeff, as what he hopes 
may by the divine blefling do feme 
good in the rifing generation. 1 was 
the more willing to undertake the talk, 
bee a ufe 1 had often obferved, with how 
much eafe and pleafnre children learn 
verfes by heart, how fond they are of 
repeating them, and by confequtnce 
how much longer they retain them, 
than they do what they learn in profe. 

<£ Tn this view Dr. Watts's Songs for 
Children have been a Angular blefling 
to our land; and it is but juilice to 
that great yet condefcending writei to 

own, tit at if this light diay °J a .‘^ 

fervice 
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, ‘re* in it a great part of the thanks 

h. h.dii.dirf 

,i,e c hief heads of Chrifnamty in io na- 
• jal a method, and expreffed them .n 
fuch cafv yet comprehenfive language, 
the Fail Port of bis Second Set of Ca- 
ntbifms, that he had left me very h t e 
more to do under many of the art.cles, 
than to tranflate them into rhyme \ lor 
lean hardly prefume to call it poetry* 

a That fimplicity and eafe, which 
may fuit children , I have been always 
careful to maintain : and have endea- 
voured here and there, where l conve- 
niently could, to ftrike the fancy with 
a little imagery, and efpecially to a fie it 
the heart ot my dear little fcbolars, by 
giving a furious and praSIical turn to 
the feveral truths which are delivered. 
It has alfo been my great care to infert 
nothing into thefe verfes, but what I 
apprehend the generality of ferious ebri- 
pans believe, fo that 1 hope they will 
fuit different denominations ; as indeed I 

could 





